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Fall 2012 Course Schedule for 
P. Blakemore’s  & G. Potamianos’ English 1A & History 9 (Note: if changes are required, you will 

receive ample notice.  All readings should be completed before class on the day listed; you should be 

prepared to write during every class session.) 

 

Week 1 / August 28 & 30 
T - Course intro; syllabus, introductions, readings, and discussion.  

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Wellock, Preserving the Nation (PN) pp. 1-29.   

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading on the 

MyCR discussion board any time before Thursday, August 30 at 11AM. Be prepared to write briefly 

about one of the problems/issues/questions in the readings during the second period. 
 

 

 



Week 2 / September 4 & 6 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: John Tosh on the practice of history in Course Packet (CP) #1, Gage The Shape of Reason (SOR), 

Chapters 1 & 2; first period in-class writing and discussion. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about each reading (Tosh and 

Gage) on the MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, September 4 at 11AM. Be prepared to 

discuss in class the following: Based on John Tosh’s work, what is an “historical problem”? How should 

someone frame a problem historically? What is a good historical question? 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) 

Read: Wellock, Preserving the Nation (PN) pp. 29-78. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about Wellock on the MyCR 

discussion boards any time before Thursday, September 6 at 11AM. 

 

 

Week 3 / September 11 & 13 
T– PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Course Packet (CP) #2 (“How Eden Lost Its Garden”), Gage The Shape of Reason, Chapter 3, 

and Bedford Handbook (BH), review pp. 437-461; informal in-class writing; Introduction to Research. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about each reading (CP and 

Gage) on the MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, September 11 at 11AM. 

 

Th— PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Wellock, Preserving the Nation (PN) pp. 79-96; Gage, SOR chapters 4 & 5; BH, read pp. 462-488 

on MLA citation and 685-89 on historical questions and thesis statements.  

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about each reading (Wellock 

& Gage) on the MyCR discussion board any time before Thursday, September 13 at 11AM. Based on our 

discussion of Gage chapters 4 & 5, be prepared to write informally on possible research questions. 

 

 

Week 4 / September 18 & 20 
T– PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Course Packet (CP) #3 (“The Case for Letting Malibu Burn”), They Say, I Say (TSIS) “Preface” 

& Chapters 1, 2, & 3 and BH pp. 530-568 to cite CP #3.  

Assignment: Be prepared for In-class Writing #1 using ideas from TS, IS to respond to CP #3. Second 

period, groups will meet with Peter and George to discuss research paths. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) 

Read: Wellock, PN 96-134. 

Exercise: Students will be randomly assigned a reading from the Course Packet (#s 5-11) on which they 

will report and respond on September 27. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading on the 

MyCR discussion board any time before Thursday, September 20 at 11AM. 

 

 

Week 5 / September 25 & 27 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Wellock PN pp. 135-188.  

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading on the 

MyCR discussion board any time before Tuesday, September 25 at 11AM. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Whatever CP reading you were assigned on 9/20. 

Exercise: Student presentations on Course Packet selected readings. 



Week 6 / October 2 & 4 
T –  PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Assignment: Research Inquiry & Progress Essay #1 due as a printed paper copy at 1:15. Bring an 

electronic copy on a flash drive for possible revision during the second period in LRC 105. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Course Packet (CP) #4 (“The Eureka Method”) and They Say, I Say Chapters 4, 5, 6, & 7. 

Assignment: Be prepared for In-class Writing #2 using ideas from TS, IS to respond to “The Eureka 

Method.” 

 

Week 7 / October 9 & 11  
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Gage SOR Chapter 6 & Wellock PN, pp. 189-252; review BH pp. 243-267 for assignment. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about each reading (Gage and 

Wellock) on the MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, October 9 at 11AM. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Gage SOR Chapter 7. 

Assignment: Group Project Report version #1 due  (at least 8-page group description of 

problem/question/issue, how our reading addresses the problem, and research undertaken thus far). Each 

group must have a printed paper copy of the entire report in class with them at 1:15. Groups will refine 

their group presentations and Group Project Reports. Any additional research materials can be collected in 

LRC 105. 

 

 

Week 8 / October 16 & 18 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) Group presentations. Groups not presenting will pose 

questions to the presenters and discuss how their own research relates to that of the other groups. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) Group presentations; Groups not presenting will pose 

questions for the presenters and discuss how their own research relates to that of the other groups. 

Assignment: Group Project Final Version Paper Copy due Friday, October 19th by 3pm 

 

 

Week 9 / October 23 & 25  
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  
Read:  From the Folks Who Brought You the Weekend, Chapters 4 & 5. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading on the 

MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, October 23 at 11AM. 

Exercise: Assessment conferences. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Weekend, Chapter 6. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading from 

Weekend on the MyCR discussion board any time before Thursday, October 25 at 11AM.  

Exercises: Students will be randomly assigned a reading from the Course Packet (#s 13-18), which they 

will report on and respond to on November 1. 

Assessment conferences. 

 

 

 

 



Week 10 / October 30 & November 1 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Eric Foner, “Why is there No Socialism in the US?” #12 in Course Packet & TSIS, Chapters 8, 9, 

& 10. Assignment: Be prepared for In-class Writing #3 using ideas from TS, IS to respond to Foner. 

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Whatever Course Packet reading you were assigned (CP#s 13-18) on October 25. 

Exercise: Student presentations on Course Packet selected readings. 

 

 

Week 11 / November 6 & 8 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Weekend, Chapters 7 & 8; review BH pp. 142-151 for assignment. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about Weekend Chapters 7 & 

8 on the MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, November 6 at 11AM.  

 

Th – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) 

Read: Weekend, Chapter 9. 

Assignment: Post at least one question and any thoughts/observations/ideas about Lipsitz 4 and 10 on the 

MyCR discussion board any time before Thursday, November 8 at 11AM. 

Exercise: Students will be randomly assigned a reading from the Course Packet (#s 19-25), which they 

will report on and respond to on November 15. 

 

 

Week 12 / November 13 & 15 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Weekend, Chapters 10, 11, & 12; Gage SOR Chapter 8. 

Assignment: Post at least two questions and any thoughts/observations/ideas about the reading in Weekend 

(Chapter 10, 11, & 12) on the MyCR discussion boards any time before Tuesday, November 13 at 11AM. 

 

Th –- PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Read: Whatever Course Packet reading you were assigned (CP#s 19-25) on November 8 and Gage SOR 

Chapter 8. Exercise: Student presentations on Course Packet selected readings. 

 

 

Week 13 / November 20 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class) 

Assignment: Research Inquiry & Progress Essay #2 due as a printed paper copy at 1:15 pm. Bring 

an electronic copy on a flash drive for possible revision during the second period in LRC 105. 

 

 

Week 14 / November 27 & 29 
T – PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Individual Presentations. People not presenting will pose questions to the presenters and discuss how 

their own research relates to that of others. 

 

Th-- PS 118 (1:15 class); LRC 105 (3:15 class)  

Individual Presentations. People not presenting will pose questions to the presenters and discuss how 

their own research relates to that of others. 

 

 

 

 



Week 15 / December 4 & 6  
T – Instructor conferencing with individual students in Creative Arts 134 in preparation for Individual 

Research Project Essay. Students should bring a paper copy draft of their project to the meeting. 

 

Th – Instructor conferencing with individual students in Creative Arts 134 in preparation for Individual 

Research Project Essay. Students should bring a paper copy draft of their project to the meeting. 

 

 

Finals Week / December 10-14 

Assignment: Individual Research Project Essay printed paper copy due Thursday, 

December 13
th

 by 3 pm. 



A transfer-level 
course in critical reading and reasoned writing. Students analyze issues and claims 
presented in visual, oral, or written arguments and write analytical and argumentative essays 
based on those issues.  Research and source-based writing, employing correct MLA 
documentation, is required.

Analyze argumentative 
claims. 2. Respond to arguments with persuasive critical essays. 3. Locate, synthesize, and 
document sources for use in response to arguments. 4. Revise and edit for sentence 
structure and mechanics.

https://webadvisor.redwoods.edu/WebAdvisor/WebAdvisor?TYPE=P&PID=ST-XWESTS15B&CLONE=N&SPAUKQ=128690667871613&CONSTITUENCY=WBFC&TOKENIDX=7111470399
http://www.redwoods.edu/District/Board/New/Chapter5/Ap5500.pdf

