
REDWOODS COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Curriculum Committee 

Eureka: 7351 Tompkins Hill Road, SSA 202  
Del Norte: 883 W. Washington Boulevard, Office E7 

Meeting Date: September 23, 2016 

Members Present: Dave Bazard (Ex-Officio), George Potamianos, Michelle Haggerty, Sean Herrera-
Thomas, Barbara Jaffari, Erik Kramer, Ruth Rhodes, Gary Sokolow, Juana Esty.  

Members Absent:       

1. Call to Order: Curriculum Committee Chair, George Potamianos, called the meeting to order at1:03 
p.m.. 

2. Introductions & Public Comment: George Potamianos introduced Jennifer Burlison and Shemya 
Vaughn, who are training with outgoing Articulation Officer, Juana Esty, to take over 
those duties starting in January 2017.   

3. Approval of the Minutes: Gary Sokolow moved to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2016 
meeting, seconded byBarbara Jaffari. There being no objections, the minutes were approved as written. 
      

      

4. Action Items 

4.1 Inactivation: HO-101 Health Occupations Study Skills and Strategies – Sally Urban 

Michelle Haggerty  [M], Barbara Jaffari [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was 
passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

4.2 Inactivation: PE-31 Jazz Dance – Bob Brown 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Sean Herrera-Thomas [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was 
passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:  Michelle Haggerty asked about the status of dance classes. Bob Brown replied that 
there is a plan to update the hip hop dance class, along with some other fitness classes like 
pilates, yoga, etc. This particular course has historically low interest and enrollment.  

 

4.3 Course Revision: NURS-21 Nursing Science and Practice I – Sally Urban 



Gary Sokolow  [M], Michelle Haggerty [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was 
passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Erik Kramer [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve 
the prerequisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Michelle Haggerty [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve the co-
requisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

4.4 Course Revision: NURS-22 Nursing Science and Practice II – Roberta Farrar 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Barbara Jaffari [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was passed 
by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Sean Herrera-Thomas [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve 
the prerequisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:  George Potamianos asked whether including 'admission to RN program' is 
redundant, since the other prerequisite courses also require admission to the program. After 
discussion, a consensus was reached that the information is redundant, but keeping it there will 
better serve students; reducing the need to piece together a string of prerequisites.   

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Barbara Jaffari [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve the co-
requisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  



Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

4.5 Course Revision: NURS-23 Nursing Science and Practice III – Roberta Farrar 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Michelle Haggerty [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was 
passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Erik Kramer [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve 
the prerequisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

4.6 Course Revision: NURS-24 Nursing Science and Practice IV – Connie Wolfsen 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Erik Kramer [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was passed by 
the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Erik Kramer [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve 
the prerequisite was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

4.7 NEW Course Outline of Record Form – Courtney Loder 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Erik Kramer [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was passed by 
the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 



Discussion:  Ruth Rhodes asked about the Division field--for noncredit courses, which division 
should be selected? Courtney Loder replied that this is a very good question, but not one she 
has an answer for--it's a bigger issue than this single dropdown box.  

Angelina Hill recommended adding 'Adult Education' as an option in the Division dropdown.  

Further discussion quickly revealed that there is considerable confusion over who is responsible 
for developing and submitting noncredit courses to the Curriculum Committee.  

Courtney Loder commented that there are many different 'flavors' of noncredit courses. For 
example, she would expect a noncredit Math course to be routed through Dave Bazard (Interim 
Dean of MSBSS), and a noncredit Workplace Skills course to be routed through Ahn Fielding 
(Director of Adult Education). However, there aren't clear boundaries around any of this, and 
there are some noncredit courses that could fit in multiple areas. The question is: do we need 
clear boundaries? If so, what are they going to be?  

The Committee agreed that these are very important questions to consider, but because this 
topic was not on the agenda, it needed to be tabled until the next meeting.  

George: should we put an item on the next agenda to consider recommending the AS codify a 
procedure for review of noncredit courses? Should AS define these categories? Let's put this on 
the next agenda: Noncredit routing 

in beta at least until the end of fall term.   

 

4.8 Course Revision: AG-32 Introduction to Agriculture Economics – Franz Rulofson 

Michelle Haggerty  [M], Gary Sokolow [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was 
passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Michelle Haggerty  [M], Barbara Jaffari [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve for CR 
GE was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:  Gary Sokolow asked if other community colleges include courses similar to this in 
their GE patterns. Juana Esty commented that she didn't know about community colleges, but 
that several schools have this course articulated as CSU GE and IGETC. Erik Kramer commented 
that he had done some research on community colleges who teach this course, which revealed a 
nearly even split between colleges that include it in their GE patterns and those who don't.  

Michelle Haggerty asked to confirm that Economics had been added as a faculty minimum 
qualification, so that an economist could teach the course. Economics has been added as a 
possible minimum qualification in this revision.  



Erik Kramer commented that we should consider what our campus' GE philosophy is, especially 
given the even split of other schools who do and don't include this course in their GE patterns. 
Franz Rulofson replied that in his research, the C-ID descriptor recommends this course count as 
GE. It may be the case that the schools who don't include this course in their GE pattern just 
haven't gotten it approved through their local channels (many Agriculture departments are 
small, etc.).  

Sean Herrera-Thomas commented that the field of Agriculture Economics is a recognized 
subdiscipline. However, he questioned whether this specific course on our campus will provide 
enough rigorous economics content to satisfy the social science GE component.    

4.9 Course Reactivation: AG-33 Agriculture, Environment & Society – Franz Rulofson 

Gary Sokolow  [M], Barbara Jaffari [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve was passed 
by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:        

 

Erik Kramer  [M], Sean Herrera-Thomas [2nd]. Following discussion, the motion to approve for CR 
GE was passed by the following roll call vote:  

Haggerty Herrera-Thomas Jaffari Kramer Rhodes Sokolow 
Y N Y Y Y Y 

Discussion:  Sean Herrera-Thomas commented that the rationale seemed very broad, and not 
specific to Area B (Social Science). Franz commented that the text was copied from an older 
proposal that asked for broader rationale, and should have been edited better.  

George Potamianos displayed AP 4025 on the screen for the committee to refer to CR's General 
Education Philosophy & Outcomes. Sean Herrera-Thomas pointed out a portion of the text: "the 
course shall develop an awareness of the method of inquiry in the social sciences," and asked 
for Franz to address how this course does that. Franz replied that students will need to complete 
a research paper.  

 

6. Announcements and Open Forum 

      

7. Adjournment: On motion by Ruth Rhodes  , seconded by Barbara Jaffari, the meeting was adjourned 
at 2:43  p.m. 

 

 

 

 



 


